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the house is well-furnished, and is suggestive of excellent meats and wines). He can read through the slim woman whose black hair, a-glitter with diamonds, contrasts with her white satin; an old man is talking to her, she dances with him, and she refused a young man a moment before. This is a bad sign; our Lovelace knows it; there is a stout woman of thirty-five, who is looking at him, red satin bodice, doubtful taste. He looks away; a little blonde woman fixes her eyes on him, she looks as innocent as a child; instinctively our Lovelace turns to his host "Who is that little blonde woman over there, the right hand
corner ?" he asks.   "Ah, that is Lady------."   "Will
you introduce me ?" "Certainly." Lovelace has made
\                                 up his mind.    Then there is a young oldish girl,
'*                                 richly dressed; "I hear her people have a nice house
I                                 in a hunting country, I will dance with her, and take
I                                 the mother into supper, and, if I can get a moment,
1                                 will have a pleasant talk with the father in the even-
J                                ing."
I                                    In manner Lovelace is facile and easy; he never
|                                says no, it is always yes, ask him what you will;
|                                but he only does what he has made up his mind it
|                                is his advantage to do.   Apparently he is an embodi-
I                                ment of all that is unselfish, for he knows that after
jj                                                                                                                  *
|                                        he has helped himself, it is advisable to help some one
jf                                 else, and thereby make a friend who, on a future oe-
I                                casion, will be useful to him.   Put a violinist into a
I                                room filled with violins, and he will try every one.
1 *>                             Lovelace will put each woman aside so quietly that
she is often only half aware that she has been put                                                           any                                                         oJ
